
On certain afternoons in the third floor Cristo Rey Atlanta 
Jesuit High School Commons area, one might be ambling 
down the hallway and suddenly hear several shouts such as ? 
Check? and ? Checkmate? from students playing a game called 
Chess . 

?What are the origins of this game called Chess and why are 
so many students involved in the Chess Club?? one might ask. There is no exact answer to where the game of Chess 
originated, only a myriad of speculations. However, there are some pretty neat things about the way that was once 
played. For example, in Europe during the ?Romantic Era? (Period in Europe toward the end of the 18th century) 

winning a game of chess was not the ultimate goal. It 
was not about what matches were won, chess players 
during this time period were more concerned about 
making ?swashbuckling attacks, clever combinations, 
and making brass piece sacrifices.? 

Now that you know a litt le bit about the background of 
the game of chess we will now transition to the Chess 
Club?s presence at Cristo Rey.  Dr. Rivers, moderator of 
the Chess Club,  said that  he had been thinking about 
creating a Chess Club before because  he believes ?this 
game allows one to develop problem solving and critical 
thinking skills.? However he also said that the idea 
became solidified when two students Naol Halufe, and 
Luis Montoy came to him and inquired about creating 
the club.

The leaders of the Chess Club are Naol and Luis and they are also looking to recruit experienced chess players to 
teach members of the Chess Club. The Cristo Rey Chess Club has been meeting every Tuesday after school; 
however, beginning in January meetings will take place on Thursdays. W.hen asked why he believes that students 
should join the Chess Club, Dr. Rivers said ? because it is competitive, fun, builds community, and works your mind.? 
One is not required to be a master of chess in order to join the club; however, Dr. Rivers said that  ?one can prepare 

themselves by watching OR reading online tutorials.? His most important piece of advice for one trying to prepare 
themselves is ? to show up; your opponent will teach you.? Dr. Rivers also mentioned  that the Cristo Rey Chess 
Chess Club hopes to attend two tournaments, one at Emory and one at Marist in the month of March.

What will their next move be?
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Juniors Ready for College
Miguel Hernandez

College, it is on everyone?s mind. Many other schools 
simply ask their students: "Do you want to go to 
college?" But with the goal that Cristo Rey and the 
students want to meet, Cristo Rey asks: "What college 
do you want to attend?" The school is doing its best to 
get the students ready to go to college. They bring in 
colleges to talk to the students and have classes to 
prepare students to get to college. With that, do the 
students think that they are ready for college? Here are 
two interviews with 2 students to see if they are ready 
to go to college.

First  int erview : Eunique

Q: Do you t h ink  you are ready for  college?

A: Yes

Q: Do you t h ink  t hat  t he school has prepared you 
for  college?

A: No, this school had made me terrified of college

Q: What  else could t he school do t o prepare you?

A: More time with the college counselors

Q: Do you t h ink  t hat  t he college visit s help w it h 
get t ing t o college?

A: Definitely because I get first hand experience to what 
it?s like 

Q: What  challenges do you t h ink  you w il l  face in 
college?

A: Time management, because I think I will have too 
much free time

Q: What  do you plan t o do af t er  college?

A: Starting my career ( She wants to be an art therapist)

Q: Which college would you consider  at t ending?

A: Converse college or Tuskegee University

Second Int erview : Jacques

Q: Do you t h ink  you are ready for  college?

A: Yes

Q: Do you t h ink  t h is school has prepared you for  
college?

A: Somewhat

Q: What  else could t he school do t o prepare you?

A: Having more college classes. Talk about goals for life

Q: Do you t h ink  t he college visit s help you get t ing t o 
college?

A: Help you learn but not get accepted

Q: What  challenges do you t h ink  t hat  you w il l  face 
in college?

A: What to do with free time

Q: What  do you plan t o do af t er  college?

A: Being a tv personality/ sports columnist

Q: Which college do you consider  at t ending?

A: A SEC school 

Cristo Rey is doing the best that it could to prepare 

students for college, and they are doing well. However, 
the journey doesn?t end here, and there is still more for 
this school to offer.

 [Do College Visits help?] 

"Def in it ely because I get  f ir st  
hand exper ience t o what  it ?s 

l ike"  



Conform it y vs. Individualit y

Eunique Banner  

Conformity is the behavior in accordance with 
socially accepted conventions and standards. To 
put in better words; conformity is literally the best 
way to be. I mean seriously, who wants to stand 
out and have other people judging you. This could 
be easily avoided if we all just eat the same food, 
wear the same clothes, and think the same 
thoughts. 

Think about it, at our very own school we all wear 
the same uniform- hence the name ?uniform?; 
when a student wears a different tie or paint it 
definitely does not go unnoticed. Why try to 
change something that is so heavily enforced just 
to make yourself comfortable and others 
uncomfortable? It is less than ideal to bend the 
standards of society just for one?s own benefit. 
Who could even be so selfish?! All in all, conformity 
is the better option than individuality because 
going with the crowd creates a better society.

Individualit y 

Kennedy Har r is

How would you feel if we were all the same? What 
if we were all on the same plane, thinking just 
alike, wearing the same clothes, listening to the 
same music? Never being ourselves. Most people 
think, ?Oh, I would never worry about other 
people?s opinions, especially if we were the same.? 
Well what is the fun in that? Going to Cristo Rey we 
are taught to be different, express yourself, have 
feelings. Although we have to wear uniforms there 
are still other ways to express ourselves. WE can 
voice our opinions respectfully and also show our 
true colors outside of school. We can start school 
clubs. We can paint and sing and dance. But in a 
world of conformity, we would show no emotion, 
never get excited, sad, or happy. Conformity 
confines us, it makes us have smaller minds, which 
makes smaller thoughts. .  

       

"We don't need to share the same opinions as others but we need 
to be r espectful of other s."

- Taylor  Sw ift



You may know Mr.Nicholson as an algebra or 
chemistry teacher, but do you truly know who 
Stephen Bonin Nicholson? Mr.Nicholson came to 
our school as part of his tenure in becoming a 
Jesuit Priest. He has currently completed six of 
eleven years of his Jesuit formation. This is what he 
said in response to why he chose to become a 
Jesuit,? Since I was seventeen I had a sense that 
God was calling me to live a religious life. When I 
saw the Jesuits after college I was really inspired. I 
like the idea of helping people.? Mr. Nicholson has 
a love for running, folk music, and learning about 
his students. Mr.Nicholson says,?I do enjoy 
teaching here. I enjoy all of the students, watching 
you all succeed, and watching you all learn.? If you 
didn?t know that, did you truly know Stephen 
Bonin Nicholson?

How m any years have you been in t he process 
of  becom ing a Jesuit ?

This is my sixth year out of what will be eleven.

Do you enjoy t eaching here?

I do enjoy teaching here [because] of the students, 
[I enjoy] watching you succeed and watching you 
learn.

What  was t h is exper ience l ike for  you when 
you f irst  got  here?

My first experience was [my] interview. [I] was 
nervous and observed Ms. Bird?s class. The 
goodness of the place stood out.

Why did you becom e a Jesuit ? 

Since I was 17, I had a sense that God was calling 
me to live a religious life. When  I saw the Jesuits 
after college I was really inspired. I like the idea of 

helping people.

Tell m e about  yourself  (Random  Fact s!)

I scream a whole lot.

I love folk music.

I like to run.

I really want to get to know the students, their 
families, and their neighborhood.

I  REALLY  WANT  TO  GET  TO  
KNOW MY  STUDENTS,  AND  
THEIR FAMILIES,  AND  THEIR 
NEIGHBORHOODS.- MR. 
NICHOLSON

MR. NICHOLSON: JESUIT, MUSICIAN, TEACHER

Mal col m Del f ish

MR. NICHOLSON  IS  THE  MOST 
POSITIVE  AND  HAPPIEST 
MAN  I KNOW.  BEING  A 
MEMBER OF HIS CHOIR AND A 
STUDENT IN  HIS CLASS , HIS 
POSITIVITY IS DISPLAYED ON 
THE DAILY. - JAZZMINE 
WILLIMAS



Robot ics: BTS
Jacquelyn Junco

Cristo Rey offers various clubs and organizations that 
encourage students to advance their skills and abilit ies 
in projects and activities. These clubs help students 
branch out and try new things along with having fun. 
One of the clubs offered at CRAJH is the Robotics Club. 
Here, students who enjoy math and science, or basically 
creating, inventing, and solving problems, come 
together to build and code a robot.  However, robotics 
is not just all work, it is an amazing experience to find 
new friends, learn new things, and create inventive 
contraptions. The club is sponsored by Mr. Vizcaino 
with the help of volunteer programmer from Georgia 
Tech. The students are currently working on their bot 
here and with help from Marist?s Robotics Club. 

 This club benefits the student in many ways and help 
them increase various of skills. Many of the skills, that 
the club members have claimed, include: engineering, 
critical thinking, problem solving, and teamwork. 

Robotics president, Alexs Gonzalez, says, ?This club is 
mostly a critical thinking activity, that helps future 
engineers to begin their journey.? The process in 
building the bot requires writing a code that instructs 
the robot to do something. In robotics, their main goal 
for the year is to finish the bot, which would then be 
ready for future competitions. ?We have two 
competitions planned, one in January and another in 
February.? When asked if his experience at Georgia Tech 
helps him within the club, Alexs responds, ?It is a 

team-based activity and everyone has role; and since I 
have more experience and more knowledge on 
technology I helped them learn what the physics is 
behind it.? 

The Robotics Club: building up their team and bot to 
the future!

Cr isto Rey Robotics Club's f i r st VEX Competi tion was a successful event for  the students. I t was a 

total of 54 matches, in which the Cr isto Rey team played 5 w ith over  40 schools around the 

Georgia area. I t was hosted at the West Forsyth High School in Cumming, GA. The club was able to 

learn many aspects from the battles, str ategics, and bui lding connections w ithin other  teams. 



Hello Cristo Rey students! I?m Dr. Flames. I have arrived to go through your 
situations, and give the best advice that is available as it pertains to that certain 
issue. Maybe you?ll like, maybe you won?t, but the advice that I give you is the best 
advice out there.

To St and or  Sit ?

?Our voices being silenced by us not being able to choose whether we can sit or stand 
during the Pledge of Allegiance even though this said pledge was created and celebrated 
by our oppressors.? -Ever Taylor

From what I can understand, the issue that this student seems to be facing is that 
he or she is being obligated to do an action that she?d prefer not to. In order to find 

the best solution to this issue, I knew that I had to find the best source; the one 
who would know the ins and outs to the rules of morning announcements. Who 
better than the principal herself, Mrs. Bush?

According to Mrs.Bush, it is written in the student handbook that it is not an 
obligation to do the Pledge of Allegiance; however, students must stand 
respectfully during that time whether or not they choose to say the words aloud.

So, what is a student in Ever 's position to do? First and foremost, based on our 
interpretation of the handbook, students must stand during the pledge, regardless 
of personal beliefs.  Think of it from another person's point of view who may 
strongly agree with saying the pledge each day. Sitting down sends a message of 
disrespect, but the original intent of the rule was not to ignite conflicts among 
students, but rather, to unify the student body.  The act of standing and saying the 
pledge aloud is a statement of belief and support for your country; by standing but 
not saying the words of the pledge, students have the ability to demonstrate 
respect for their peers but still express their own beliefs or doubts about their own 
country.  

Thank you so much for reading! If you have any issues that you?d like me to resolve, 
write to the Newspaper Team and they?ll give me my next task to investigate. Until 
the next issue, this has been Dr.Flames! 

Cal endar

MAr ch  15  

Apr il  29

Apr il  3- 7
 Spr ing Break

Junior  Prom!

Repor t Cards go out

                                                                                     Dr . Fl ame?s St udent  Adv ice

I pledge allegiance 
to the Flag of the 
United States of 
America, and to 
the Republic for 
which it stands, 

one Nation under 
God, indivisible, 
with liberty and 
justice for all.

Apr il  13- 14 
Easter  break

Mar ch 16
Parent Teacher  Night



Junior  College Tr ip: Auburn Universit y

Jada Mil l igan

Auburn University is a place of many choices, 
experiences, and fun. Auburn University is located in 
Auburn, Alabama and was founded in 1856. Auburn 
originally started off with the name East Alabama Male 
College, then changed to Agricultural and Mechanical 
College in 1872, then to Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
in 1899, and finally to the name we know today in 1960. 
I had the opportunity to go on an Auburn University 
tour and experience a litt le bit of the college life. The 
tour was guided by a student rep, who gave me and my 
other school mates, the chance to get a real feel of 
student life because we had real student opinions and 
experiences to go off of. 

We started off our tour in the school library/store. 
There we got to buy merchandise and see how things 
are priced in on-campus stores. We also got an 
important tip while there: before you buy your course 
book make sure you?ll actually need it, and make sure 
you get the right edition. The next place we went was to 
the main food court area, and let me tell you, it was 
awesome. The university already had food trucks at 
almost every corner of the campus, but to top it off, it 
had a myriad of restaurants to go to as well. We went to 
the roof of one of the many school buildings and got to 
see majority of the campus, there we also saw what 
buildings were dedicated to certain majors or 
subjects.The majors/subjects offered at Auburn include  
Engineering, Pharmacy, Veterinary Medicine, 
Architecture, Design & Construction, Human Sciences, 
Business, Nursing, Forestry and Wildlife Sciences, 
Sciences and Mathematics, and Liberal Arts. Also while 
on our tour, we learned about the many happenings at 
Auburn throughout its history. Once the student-led 
tour was concluded we went back to the admissions 
office to learn more about the school. There we learned 
that, like Cristo Rey, Auburn also has a work study 

program. Well maybe not exactly like Cristo Rey, but it?s 
pretty similar. Depending on the schedule you choose 
you can work at a corporation for one semester and go 
to school the other, or switch it up. The work study 
program caters to specific majors and majority of the 
jobs are paid internships. After learning valuable 
information in relation to Auburn we took a break for 
lunch. After lunch, Ms. Feeney?s daughter, who is a 
current student, along with Ms. Feeney?s son who is an 
alumnus, took us on an additional tour and pointed out 
some things that they experienced along the way. On 
this tour we explored the Auburn rec center, which was 
absolutely beautiful. The recreation and wellness center 
had the typical gym stuff such as weights and ellipticals, 
but they also had two 50-ft rock climbing walls, a 1/3 
mile indoor walking/running track that goes around the 
entire building, a multi-purpose court for soccer, 
badminton, volleyball, basketball, and other sports, 

outdoor recreation opportunities for canoing, kayaking, 
hiking, and other outdoor stuff, specified training areas 
for things such as group workouts, yoga, cardio, etc., a 
game room with foosball, table tennis, and more, 
basketball courts, Racquetball courts, a PGA Golf 
Simulator, and even more rooms. We then went to the 
basketball arena where we got to see a museum of stuff 
,such as trophies, and we got to see the beginning of 
the boys basketball practice. We concluded our stay at 
Auburn with a glass of lemonade at a restaurant 
outside the basketball arena. Auburn University was 
beautiful. I learned that they cater to just about 
everyone's needs and more. Overall, I thought Auburn 
was amazing, and I wouldn?t be surprised if I went there 

in the future. 



On a cold 2016 November night, 
Donald J. Trump was announced 
the future president of the United 
States. Throughout the tumultuous 
election, instead of focusing on the 
issues the presidential-elect would 
inherit, we were bombarded with 
each candidate?s personal lives, 
their wrongdoings, and the 
opinions of their ?enemies.?  A 
wedge was soon driven in-between 
the country; America the Beautiful 
was now America the Divided. Flash 
forward to February 2017, and it 
seems many Americans still have 
not made their peace with the 
election results. In a time when the 
country is  over the results of the 
2016 election, Cristo Rey has 
converged to maintain a united, 
albeit hopeful front. 

Due to the mock election held at 
Cristo Rey, we have been provided 
with some insight of our 
student-body?s opinions. The 
results of the mock election 
demonstrated that the majority 
(65%) held Hillary R. Clinton and her 
running mate, Tim Kaine in favor. 
However, we are not able nor would 
we want to ignore the other 34.7% 
of the student body. Divided as we 
may be, Cristo Rey continues to be 
a community of acceptance and 
civility.

Cristo Rey remains hopeful for the 
upcoming four years of our 
president. Although some students 
remain fearful of the future, our 
brave teachers have maintained a 
calm and optimistic view on the 
inevitable future. Mr. Dudek, our 

resident Algebra II teacher, has 
given a more economic outlook on 
the future, ?Increased prosperity for 
United States...and an increase of 
strength for the country.? Our 
sophomore English teacher, 
Ms.Pogue, has thoughtfully said 
that her hopes for the country are, 
?Same as always...continue to move 
forward, make progress, care for 
others...the election doesn?t change 
what you hope for our country.? Mr 
Nicholson, our freshman Algebra 
and sophomore Chemistry teacher, 
has stated, ?I hope that we will 
listen to the experiences of people 
who are different than we are...and 
that we try to love each other, 
especially the poor.? So far our 
teachers have kept a hopeful and 
optimistic outlook on the unknown.

Along with the faculty there are also 
students that have expressed their 
hope for the country. Djana Martin 
stated that all ethnic and social 
groups will come together to build a 
better nation. With that she 
included that women as a whole 
should uplift each other rather than 
tear one another down. What I 
found interesting is that this 
election has caused people to try to 
find the hope in this, for some, 
disturbing situation. With hope, 
faith, and strength the nation will 
prevail no matter what leader is in 
charge.  This type of attitude was 
apparent in our Biology teacher, 
Mr. Barker, when he spoke of the 
changes this nation will face during 
these next four years: ?I think there 
is  a very large awakening, and I am 
excited about it. The fact that so 
many people who have been 
treated badly for so long? they are 
now coming together. I have had 
many instances with friends of 
different races coming to me with 

something that  has impacted them 
[about this election] saying, ?Dang I 
didn?t know this would happen to 
me. We gotta do something about 
it.? I do my best to be active in the 
community and church, working 
with the homeless and jobless. I 
have been to many protests and as 
a good friend of mine, Mawuli Davis 
said, ?Anybody can help, find an 
organization, there are so many.? I 
am very delighted there is going to 
be a lot of positive changes with 
every ethnic group.?Mr. Barker had 
a lot to say, and what he said was 
significant. People are beginning to 
see that their similarities outweigh 
their differences; as a result, people 
who seem to be polar opposites are 
coming together. As highschoolers 
the impact that elections and 
political issue have on us is 
becoming more real, and we can 
see this with why students 
supported or didn?t support a 
particular candidate. I do not know 
what to expect to come from these 
four years, but I do know that as a 
nation we have seen tougher times; 
so we will get through this and 
hopefully build a better nation 
because of it. 

ELECTION 
REFLECTION
Nina Dunwoody and Diana Gar cia


